Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 05560 01 OF 03 291912Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 
NEA-10 HA-05 EB-08 OMB-01 TRSE-00 PM-05 H-02 
INR-10 L-03 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 /126W 

018920 292005Z/46 

O P 291605Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7414 
INFO NAM COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 3 BELGRADE 5560 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS PORG 

SUB J : BELGRADE NONALIGNED CONFERENCE: DAY IV - GENERAL DEBATE 

1 . SUMMARY. GENERAL DEBATE AT THE BELGRADE NAM CONFERENCE 
PLENARY CONTINUED JULY 28 WITH 31 SPEAKERS. CUBAN DELEGATE 
DELIVERED AN UNCOMPROMISING REAFFIRMATION OF CUBA'S VIEW OF 
THE MOVEMENT AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR PROGRESS TOWARD A SOCIALIST 
WORLD. SOMALIA, ZAIRE, AND MOROCCO RESPONDED WITH SHARP 
CRITICISM OF THE CUBAN POSITION. CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM AGAIN 
WENT AT EACH OTHER. ISRAEL RECEIVED HARSH CRITICISM FROM 
ALMOST ALL SPEAKERS. MUCH ATTENTION WAS DEVOTED TO THE NEED 
FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. GENERAL DEBATE 
CONTINUES ON JULY 29, WHICH HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO BE THE LAST 
DAY OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE. ALTHOUGH PROLONGATION OF THE 
MEETING HAS NOT BEEN ANNOUNCED, THIS IS POSSIBLE. 

2. YUGOSLAV PRESS COVERAGE OF THE NAM FOREIGN MINISTERS 
CONFERENCE CONTINUES TO BE EXTENSIVE AND FACTUAL. 

ALTHOUGH THE SHARP DIFFERENCES WHICH HAVE EMERGED BETWEEN 
A NUMBER OF STATES ARE NOT EMPHASIZED, THEY HAVE NOT BEEN 
IGNORED EITHER. FOR EXAMPLE, BELGRADE TELEVISION REPORTAGE 
EVENING OF JULY 28 DEVOTED A GOOD DEAL OF TIME TO THE 
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CUBAN SPEECH AND THE SHARP REACTION IT EVOKED FROM SOME 
DELEGATIONS. BORBA JULY 29 CHARACTERIZES THE DEBATE AS 
FOLLOWS: "THERE IS AN EVIDENT DESIRE TO MAINTAIN AND 
STRENGTHEN UNITY OF THE NONALIGNED MOVEMENT, AS WELL AS 
ITS BASIC, NON-BLOC CHARACTER.. ..MANY TIMES IN YESTERDAY S 
DEBATE OPINIONS WERE EXPRESSED THAT THE NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 
CANNOT AND MUST NOT ACCEPT ANY IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICTS... 
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DELEGATIONS EXPRESSED THEIR POSITION VERY OPENLY BUT THERE 
IS AN EVIDENT ATTEMPT NOT TO PROVOKE REPLIES OR TO FURTHER 
PROMOTE SOME DISPUTES BETWEEN MEMBER COUNTIRES. EXCEPTIONS 
WERE FEW." YUGOSLAV OFFICIAL PARTY WEEKLY KOMUNIST COMMENTED 
IN ITS JULY 28 ISSUE: "ALTHOUGH IT IS STILL EARLY TO 
ANTICIPATE THE OVERALL RESULTS.. .THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT 
THE CONGRESS WILL PROVE EXCEPTIONALLY SIGNIFICANT." KOMUNIST 
CONTINUES "THE MANNER IN WHICH THE CONFERENCE HAS SO FAR 
DEALT WITH A NUMBER OF DELICATE AND CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS 
TESTIFIES TO ITS CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT AND TO THE GREAT EFFORSTS 
OF THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE MEMBER COUNTRIES TO BE 
FLEXIBLE IN THE INTERESTS OF STRENGTHENING THE MOVEMENT AS 
A WHOLE.. THE OPENING DAYS OF THE CONFERENCE HAVE GIVEN A 
STRONG IMPRESSION THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL ENERGETICALLY 
REJECT ATTEMPTS TO TURN THE MOVEMENT IN A DIRECTION IN 
WHICH ITS PRINCIPLES WOULD INEVITABLY ERODE AND DISAPPEAR." 

3. ADDRESSING THE NAM PLENARY ON JULY 28 WERE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF: LAOS, CUBA, SYRIA, JORDAN, NIGER, PLO, 

ALGERIA, ANGOLA, BANGLADESH, SOMALIA, KENYA, BURMA, UNITED 
ARAB EMIRATES, NEPAL, BHUTAN, CYPRUS, MORROCCO, UGANDA, MALI, 
CHAD, LIBERIA, OMAN, ZAIRE, MOZAMBIQUE, SIERRA LEONE, AND 

SIX OTHERS WHOSE LATE EVENING APPEARANCES MISSED THE EARLY 
TO BED YUGOSLAV PRESS. 

4. FOLLOWING ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FOURTH DAY'S GENERAL 
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DEBATE, DERIVED FROM YUGOSLAV PRESS. 

5. CUBA. AFTER PRAISING THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF 
THE PEOPLE OF YUGOSLAVIA AND THE ROLE OF PRESIDENT TITO 
(ALONG WITH NEHRU, NASSER AND NKRUMA) AS FOUNDER OF THE NAM, 
CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER MALMIERCA EMPHASIZED THAT THE MOVEMENT'S 
TASK TODAY IS DECISIVELY TO STRENGTHEN EFFORTS TO CHANGE THE 
EXISTING UNEQUAL INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM. "THE FORCES OF PEACE 

ARE BECOMING MORE POWERFUL DAILY," HE ASSERTED, DESPITE THE 
"FRENZIED ATTEMPTS OF IMPERIALISM TO WIN BACK LOST TERRITORY." 
MALMIERCA SAID THAT THE NONALIGNED COUNTRIES MUST STRENGTHEN 
UNITY AND SOLIDARITY "BECAUSE IMPERIALISM IS ATTEMPTING TO 
BREAK UP THE NONALIGNED MOVEMENT." HE SAID CUBA "SUPPORTS 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE MVOEMENT OF THE NONALIGNED IN THE 
ENDEAVOUR TO OVERCOME THE DIVISION OF THE WORLD INTO 
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ANTAGONISTIC BLOCS," BUT MALMIERCA WARNED THE NON ALIGNED 
MUST NOT "CONFUSE FRIENDS WITH ENEMIES" OR "EQUATE IMPERIALISM 
WITH SOCIALISM." 

6. THE CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE 
ATTENTION TO THE CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA. HE SAID THE CUBANS 
"ARE RETURNING TO THE AFRICAN CONTINENT FROM WHICH THEIR 
FOREFATHERS WERE TAKEN AS SLAVES MANY CENTURIES AGO. CUBA 
NEITHER DESIRES NOR HAS PRETENSIONS OVER ONE SQUARE METER OF 
AFRICAN SOIL, BUT ITS TASK IS TO SUPPORT THE LIBERATION 
STRUGGLE OF THE AFRICAN PEOPLE." MALMIERCA SAID CUBA 
SUPPORTS THE PEOPLE OF ANGOLA AGAINST RACIST INVADERS, AIDS 
ETHIOPIA TO PRESERVE ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, AND IS 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE STRUGGLE FOR THE LIBERATION OF NAMIBIA, 
ZIMBABWE, AND OTHER ENSLAVED PEOPLES. CUBA SEEKS THE 
ELIMINATION OF ALL MILITARY BASES FROM FOREIGN TERRITORIES, 
INCLUDING THE AMERICAN BASE AT GUANTANAMO IN CUBA. 

7. THE CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER ASCRIBED "INCREDIBLE LACK OF 
SERIOUS POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY" TO THOSE WHO PLACE ON AN 
EQUAL FOOTING "CUBAN INTERNATIONALIST FIGHTERS" WITH THE 
"MERCENARIES AND INTERVENTIONISTS OF THE OLD COLONIAL 
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POWERS." TURNING TO THE WORK OF THE COORDINATING BUREAU. 
MALMIERCA SAID IT IS USEFUL FOR THE BUREAU TO PLAY A ROLE 
IN RESOLVING DISPUTES BETWEEN MEMBER COUNTRIES. MALMIERCA 
CALLED FOR THE NEXT NAM MEETING TO CONVENE AT THE SUMMIT IN 
HAVANA IN SEPTEMBER OF NEXT YEAR. NOTING THIS WOULD BE THE 
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FIRST SUMMIT OF THE NONALIGNED ON LATIN AMERICAN SOIL. 

A MEETING IN HAVANA, ACCORDING TO MALMIERCA, WILL ENABLE 
THE NONALIGNED TO MAKE A "SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
PROCESS OF LIBERATION AND STRENGTHENING OF NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY ON THAT CONTINENT." ALLUDING TO THE PREVIOUS 
DAY'S ATTACK ON CUBA BY EGYPT AND EGYPT'S CALL FOR A SHIFT 
OF NEXT YEAR’S NAM SUMMIT AWAY FROM HAVANA, MALMIERCA 
SARCASTICALLY NOTED "NOW WE SEE THOSE WHO HAD NO PROBLEM IN 
TRAVELLING TO THE OCCUPIED CITY OF JERUSALEM DO NOT WISH TO 
GO TO HAVANA." 

8. SOMALIA. SOMALI FOREIGN MINISTER BARRE CALLED ON THE 
MOVEMENT OT RETAIN THE PRINCIPLES WHICH HAVE SERVED IT SO 
WELL IN THE PAST. THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM, RACISM 
AND ZIONISM, AND THE CREATION OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ORDER, ARE SERIOUSLY THREATENED BECAUSE OF MILITARY INTER- 
VNETIONS IN AFRICA. ACCORDING TO BARRE, THE PRESENCE OF 
FOREIGN MILITARY FORECS IN SOME NONALIGNED COUNTRIES AND 
THE DANGEROUS WEAPONS BUILDUP IN STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT 
REGIONS REPRESENT "ACTS OF INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES." ACCORDING TO BARRE, AFRICA HAS 
BECOME AN ARENA FOR THE STRUGGLE OF GREAT POWERS, AND THAT IS "THE 
TRAGIC REALITY OF OUR CONTINENT.” GREAT POWERS AND THEIR ALLIES 
ARE EXPLOITING DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN AFRICAN PEOPLES AND 

ARE ASSERTING PRESSURES ON THEM. 

9. SOMALIA'S RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA, ACCORDING TO BARRE, 

MUST BE RESOLVED ON THE BASIS OF BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS OR 
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UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF SOME INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION, 

"TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE DESIRES OF THE PEOPLE OF WESTERN 
SOMALIA." BARRE PROPOSED A SERIES OF POINTS FOR THE NAM 
TO ADOPT, AMONG THEM "A CLOSE EXAMINATION OF THE BEHAVIOR 
OF THOSE COUNTRIES WHO HAVE VIOLATED THE PRINCIPLES OF THE 
NONALIGNED MOVEMENT." HE CALLED ON "ALL NON-AFRICAN FORCES 
TO WITHDRAW THEIR MILITARY UNITS FROM AFRICAN SOIL." 

FINALLY, ACCORDING TO BORBA, BARRE "AT THE END OF HIS SPEECH 
EXPRESSED THE RESERVATIONS OF HIS COUNTRY WITH REGARD TO THE 
PARTICIPATION OF SOMALIA AT THE HAVANA NAM SUMMIT." 

10. MOROCCO. MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOUCETTA STRONGLY 
CONDEMNED "INTERVENTIONS" WHICH REPRESENT A DANGER FOR PEACE 
AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, REGARDLESS OF WHAT BLOC THEY 
COME FROM. THE MOROCCAN REPRESENTATIVE SINGLED OUT CUBA 
FOR CRITICISM IN THIS REGARD, QUESTIONING WHETHER THE NEXT 
NONALIGNED SUMMIT SHOULD BE HELD IN HAVANA. HE CONSIDERED 
THAT THE HAVANA MEETING SHOULD IN ANY EVENT BE POSTPONED 
UNTIL "MATTERS MAY APPEAR IN THE RIGHT LIGHT, IN AN 
ATMOSPHERE OF CONCORD, FRIENDSHIP AND CLARITY." BOUCETTA 
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ALSO SET FORTH THE MOROCCAN POSITION ON THE WESTERN SAHARA. 
MOROCCO WILL NOT ABANDON ITS STRUGGLE TO "COMPLETE THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY" OF MOROCCO. HE CRITICIZED ALGERIA 
AND THE POLISARIO FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF SAHARA FOR 
THEIR ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE THE STATUS OF SOVEREIGN MOROCCAN 
AND MAURITANIAN TERRIROTY. 
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11. ZAIRE. ZAIRE REPRESENTATIVE MUKEBA STRONGLY ATTACKED 
THE SOVIET UNION AND CUBA, ACCUSING BOTH COUNTRIES OF 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE RECENT EVENTS IN SHABA. HE ANNOUNCED 
THAT ZAIRE WILL NOT TAKE PART IN NEXT YEAR'S NONALIGNED 
SUMMIT IN HAVANA. MUKEBA ALSO CRITICIZED THE WAY THE NAM 
COORDINATING BUREAU HAS BEEN ACTING, PROPOSING THAT THE 
BUREAU BE REPLACED BY AN "EXTENDED SUMMIT PRESIDENCY" WHICH 
WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COORDINATING ALL ACTIVITY OF THE 
NAM IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN NONALIGNED SUMMITS. FINALLY, 
MUKEBA HAILED THE JOINT EFFORTS TO ZAIRE AND ANGOLA TO 
REESTABLISH GOOD NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS. 

12. ALGERIA. ALGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLICA CHARGED 
THAT THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION HAS WORSENED DRAMATICALLY 
AND WARNED OF AN "OFFENSIVE TO BRING BACK COLONIALISM," 
WHICH EVEN INCLUDES MILITARY INTERVENTION. MULTILATERAL 
COMPANIES ARE TAKING PART IN THIS. WE SEE "GUN BOAT 
DIPLOMACY, SUPPOSEDLY IMPOSED FOR THE PROTECTION OF WESTERN 
CITIZENS.. .THESE ARE DIFFICULT TIMES. WE SEE YESTERDAY'S 
MASTERS REAPPEARING AS SO-CALLED LIBERATORS, EXCUSING THEIR 
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ACTIONS AS NECESSITATED BY THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COMMUNISM, 
SUBVESION. ALL THIS IS JUST A COVER FOR COLONIALISM AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BELGRA 05560 03 OF 03 291957Z 

INTERVENTION IN AFRICA." BOUTEFLICA EMPHASIZED AFRICA 
BELONGS TO THE AFRICANS, AND IS NO LONGER A "HAPPY HUNTING 
GROUND FOR EUROPEANS." THE ALGERIAN FM ALSO CALLED FOR 
UNITY OF THE NAM, DENYING THERE IS POLARIZATION IN THE 
MOVEMENT BETWEEN "LEFT" AND "RIGHT." BOUTEFLICA THEN 
SINGLED OUT FRANCE S MILITARY INTERVENTION IN THE WESTERN 
SAHARA, AND THE SPANISH AGREEMENT WITH MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA 
OVER THE WESTERN SAHARA AS ATTEMPTS TO IMPOSE SOLUTIONS AT 
THE COAST OF THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF PEOPLES. ALGERIA 
HAS NO CLAIM TO THE WESTERN SAHARA. NOR ARE THERE ANY 
BILATERAL PROBLEMS BETWEEN MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA; ALGERIA 
IS ONLY UPHOLDING THE RIGHTS OF THE SAHARAN PEOPLE. 

13. PLO. PLO REPRESENTATIVE KADUMI DELIVERED A HARSH 
ATTACK ON ISRAEL AND "IMPERIALIST CIRCLES, ESPECIALLY IN 
THE UNITED STATES" FOR ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING "ZIONIST 
AGGRESSION." HE ALSO STRUCK OUT AT "CAPITULATION SOULTIONS" 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST. KADUMI ADDED "AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR 
SADAT'S VISIT TO OCCUPIED JERUSALEM SHOWS THAT THE UNITED 
STATES DOES NOT WISH A JUST PEACE." HE CLAIMED "NO ONE 

CAN CLAIM THE RIGHT TO SPEAK IN THE NAM OF THE ARAB 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, WHO HAVE THEIR OWN LEGAL AND UNIFIED 
PREPRESENTATIVES-THE PLO." 

14. ANGOLA. FOREIGN MINISTER OF ANGOLA JORGES RECALLED 

THE OPENING SPEECH OF PRESIDENT TITO, HAILING "HIS DESCRIPTION 
OF THE POLICY OF NONALIGNMENT AS DIRECTED AGAINST IMPERIALISM, 
NEOCOLONIALISM, RACISM, AND ALL OTHER FORMS OF FOREIGN 
DOMINATION AND EXPLOITATION." (NOTE: TITO'S FORMULATION, 

REPORTED BELGRADE 5451, IS AS FOLLOWS: "THE NAM MUST 
STRUGGLE AGAIN S TIMPERIALISM, NEOCOLONIALISM, AND ALL 
OTHER FORMS OF FOREIGN DOMINATION AND EXPLOITATION... 

(INCLUDING) POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC HEGERMONY AND AGAINST 
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ALL FORMS OF FOREIGN INTERFERENCE AND DEPENDENCE.") 

15. LAOS. VICE PREMIER AND FOREIGN MINISTER OF LAOS 
SIPRASEUTH CALLED FOR THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF ALL DISPUTES 
BETWEEN NONALIGNED COUNTRIES, WITHOUT THE INTERFERENCE OF 
FOREMGN POWERS. RESPECT FOR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY 
AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY ARE THE PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THE 
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COUNTRIES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA SHOULD SETTLE THEIR DISPUTES, HE 
SAID. "ON THESE PRINCIPLES WE ARE TRYING TO CONSOLIDATE AND 
STRENGTHEN OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF 
VIETNAM, AND AT THE SAME TIME TO PRESERVE AND DEVELOP GOOD 
RELATIONS AND FRIENDSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA." THE 
LAOTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER LAUDED THE ROLE OF CUBA IN THE 
LIBERATION STRUGGLES OF PEOPLES AROUND THE WORLD. 

16. VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. AT THE END OF THE AFTERNOON 
SESSION, BOTH CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM CLAIMED THE RIGHT OF 
REPLY. THE CAMBODIAN REPRESENTATIVE, WHO SPOKE FIRST, 
CHARGED THAT VIETNAM IS NOT NONALIGNED. HE SAID THAT 
VIETNAM SHOULD BE EXPELLED FROM THE MOVEMENT. THE VIETNAM 
REPRESENTATIVE RESPONDED WITH A HARSH ATTACK ON CAMBODIA. 
IT IS ONLY JUST THAT A COUNTRY CAN DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST 
AGGRESSION, THE VIETNAMESE REPRESENTATIVE SAID. 
EAGLEBURGER 
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